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Second Whirling Dervish Concert Added to VIVA! Series at CMA 

CLEVELAND — Due to the sellout of The Whirling Dervishes of Damascus with Shaikh Hamza 
Shakkur and the Al-Kindi Ensemble on Mar. 9, a second show has been scheduled for Saturday, 

Mar. 10, at 7:30 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA). This noted 
11-member group of musicians and dancers will appear as part of the museum's VIVA! Festival of 
Performing Arts. Limited tickets are available at $28 and $24 by calling 1-888-CMA-0033. Advance 
purchase is strongly recommended. 

This ritual ceremony features sacred dances performed by members of the Sufi brotherhood, the 
mawlawi (or whirling dervishes), an Islamic mystic order founded by the 13th-century Persian poet 
Rumi. The ritual dancing, accompanied by sung poetry and music, is called sama' (listening to the 
divine). It features highly ornamented melodies and is meant to help one enter a trance or meditative 
state. Wearing long, billowy white robes, the dervishes usually perform in a tekkieh (Sufi monastery). 
Performing the dance ritual at the museum are Maher Al-Jamal, Hicham Al-Khatib, Hatem Al-Jamal, 
and Ghassan Janid. 

The ceremony is guided by renowned interpreter of Sufi songs Sheikh Hamza Shakkur, choir 
master of the Grand Mosque of Damascus, Syria. He is accompanied by a chorus of male vocalists, 
including Suleyman Al-Khechn and Abdullah Chakour. 

The evening's music is provided by the Al-Kindi Ensemble. Directed by Julien Jalal Edine Weiss, 
a virtuoso on the qanOn (board zither), the ensemble includes Ziad Kadi Amin ( ney ; or reed flute) and 
Muhammad Qadri Dalai {ud, or lute), considered two of the most important classical Arab 
instrumentalists; and Adel Shams el Din {riqq, or percussion). Weiss, a Frenchman, is a convert to the 
Muslim faith, and has lived in Syria for the past 20 years. He has dedicated his life to the mastery of 
Arab sacred and secular music. Formed by him in 1983, the Al-Kindi ensemble has toured throughout 
the Arab world, Europe, and Asia. 

Shakkur and the Al-Kindi Ensemble have made four recordings: The Whirling Dervishes of 
Damascus (1 999, Harmonia Mundi); Music of the Whirling Dervishes of Damascus (1995, Auvidis); Takasim 
and Sufi Chants from Damascus (1994, Harmonia Mundi); and Sufi Songs of Damascus (1 993, Arcade). 

The next concert in the VIVA! series is T araf de Haidouks: Magic Horses and the Evi I Eye, a 
Romanian gypsy band whose "virtuosity is breathtaking and their sense of fun mischievous" {The 
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London Times). With three European albums and a prominent role in the film Latcho Drom, winner of 
several Cannes Film Festival Awards, they were the subject of a feature documentary by the 
French/German TV channel ARTE. The group will perform on Friday, Mar. 30, at 7:30 p.m. A limited 
number of tickets are available at $26 and $22. Call 1-888-CMA-0033 or buy online at 
www.clevelandart.org . 

The VIVA! Performing Arts Festival is sponsored by The Larry J. B. and Barbara S. Robinson 
Family Foundation. Promotional support is provided by Cleveland Magazine anti WNWV 107.3 The Wave. 
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